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The Best Preparation for Building 
Academic Reading Skills and Vocabulary

The Reading Key series is designed to help students to understand American 

school textbooks and to develop background knowledge in a wide variety 

of academic topics. This series also provides learners with the opportunity to 

enhance their reading comprehension skills and vocabulary, which will assist 

them when they take various English exams.

Reading Key <Volume 1-3> is 
a three-book series designed for beginner to intermediate learners.

Reading Key <Volume 4-6> is 
a three-book series designed for intermediate to high-intermediate learners.

Reading Key <Volume 7-9> is 
a three-book series designed for high-intermediate learners.

Features

•  A wide variety of topics that cover American school subjects  
helps learners expand their knowledge of academic topics through interdisciplinary studies

•  Intensive practice for reading skill development  
helps learners prepare for various English exams

•  Building vocabulary by school subjects and themed texts  
helps learners expand their vocabulary and reading skills in each subject

•  Graphic organizers for each passage  
show the structure of the passage and help to build summary skills

•  Captivating pictures and illustrations related to the topics  
help learners gain a broader understanding of the topics and key concepts
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Our Day at School
Unit 

01
School Life

  Our Day at School

Key Words

• activity

• show respect

• flag

• face

• Pledge of 
Allegiance

• subject

• solve

• classmate

• get along

01  We go to school each day.
At school, we do many different activities.

Every morning, we show respect to the flag.
We stand up and face the flag.
We put our right hand over our heart.
And we say the Pledge of Allegiance.

We learn many subjects at school.
We learn how to read and write.
We learn how to solve math problems.
We read maps and learn about the world we live in.
In art and music classes, we do many fun activities.

We study together and play together with our classmates.
We eat lunch in the cafeteria.
We go to the library to get books.
We play ball on the playground.
We get along with each other.

We say the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

We learn how to 
read and write.

We read maps.

We solve math problems.
cafeteria

library

playground
We do fun activities.

We get along

with each other.
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Main Idea and Details

Vocabulary Builder

Social Studies • H
istory and G

eography

11 What is the passage mainly about? 
a. Daily activities at school. b. The Pledge of Allegiance.
c. The subjects that students learn. d. The friendship among classmates.

2 Where do the students eat lunch? 
a. On the playground.  b. In the library.
c. In the classroom.  d. In the cafeteria.

3 What does show respect mean? 
a. Protect.    b. Honor.    c. Face.    d. Listen.

4 Answer the questions.
a. What do we say in the morning? 
b. What do we do in art and music classes? 
c. Where do we get books? 

5 Complete the outline.

• Learn to read, write, and  
b  math problems 

• Learn to read c
• Do fun activities in art 

and music classes

• Get books from the  
d

• Eat in the cafeteria
• Play on the playground

• Show respect to the flag
• Stand up, face the a ,  

and put our right hand 
over our heart

Say the Pledge of Allegiance Take classes Do other activities

Our Day at School

Write the correct word and the meaning in Chinese.

1 ▶ the skills used for 
painting, sculpting, etc.

2 ▶ an outdoor area where 
children can play

3 ▶ a student who is in the 
same class

4 ▶ to have a friendly 
relationship
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We have rules to follow at school.
Rules tell us what to do and what not to do.
Some rules help us get along with one another.
Some rules help us stay safe.

You should follow the rules in your classroom.
Be quiet in the classroom.
Raise your hand before speaking.
You should not yell or run in the classroom.
You should not hit or fight each other.
Do not run in the hallways.
Play ball outside on the playground.

Listen to your teachers and obey them.
Show respect to your teachers.
Teachers teach us and help us follow the rules.
Following the rules makes the school a better place.

02  

Key Words

• rule

• follow

• stay safe

• classroom

• raise

• yell

• hallway

• playground

• obey

  Rules We Follow

School Rules
Unit 

02
School Life

Listen to your teachers.

You should not 
fight each other.

Raise your hand to talk.

Do not run in the 
hallways.

Be quiet in class.

You should not yell 
in the classroom.

Dos

Don’ts

10



Main Idea and Details

Vocabulary Builder

Social Studies • H
istory and G

eography

11 What is the main idea of the passage? 
a. There are many rules at school. b. Students should always follow the rules.
c. Teachers make rules for the students. d. It is difficult to follow the rules.

2 Where should students play ball? 
a. In the hallways. b. In the classroom. c. On the playground. d. At the gate.

3 What does follow mean here? 
a. Obey. b. Remember. c. Make. d. Match.

4 According to the passage, which statement is true? 
a. Students should not run on the playground.
b. Students should not listen to their teachers.
c. Teachers do not help students follow the rules.
d. Rules make the school a better place.

5 Complete the outline.

• Yell or run in the classroom
• Hit or fight each other
• Run in the d

Dos Don’ts

School Rules

• Follow the rules
• Be a  in the 

classroom
• b  your hand  

to talk

• Play ball on the  
c

• Listen to and obey 
teachers

• Respect teachers

Write the correct word and the meaning in Chinese.

1 ▶ It tells us what to do 
and what not to do.

2 ▶ to be guided by 
something

3 ▶ to shout loudly;  
to cry out

4 ▶ a narrow passageway 
in a building

In the classroom…
1. Be quiet.
2. Do not yell or run.
3.  Do not run in the 

hallways.
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My name is June.
I live in a community called Chicago.
A community is a place where people live,  
work, and have fun together.
Chicago is a big city community.
Many people live and work in my community.

My family lives with many neighbors.
Neighbors live close together in a neighborhood.
My home and school are part of my neighborhood.
And my neighborhood is part of my community.

There are many places to have fun in my community.
I can swim in the pool.
I can visit the museum and see many interesting things.
In Central Park, I can have a picnic and play baseball.
The police station and fire station provide services for the 
community.
My community has many stores for shopping, too.

03  

Key Words

• community

• have fun

• neighbor

• neighborhood

• museum

• have a picnic

• police station

• fire station

• service

Welcome to My Community
Unit 

03
Citizenship

I like the 
neighborhood 
where I live.

have a picnic play baseball

swim in the pool visit the museum

Neighbors live close 
together.

12



Main Idea and Details

Vocabulary Builder

Social Studies • H
istory and G

eography

11 What is the main idea of the passage? 
a. The people living in communities are neighbors.
b. Communities have many different buildings in them.
c. Our community is where people live, work, and play together.
d. There are many fun places in a community.

2 What is a neighborhood? 
a. A home and a school.  b. Many places in a community.
c. A place where people live close together.  d. A place with many interesting things.

3 Which place provides services for a community? 
a. A museum.    b. A fire station.    c. A park.    d. A school.

4 Complete the sentences.
a. A city is a large .
b.  live close to each other in a neighborhood.
c. The   and fire station provide services.

5 Complete the outline.

• Neighbors live close 
together

• A b  
is part of a community.

• Can swim in the pool
• Can visit the park and museum
• Can get c  from the 

fire and police stations
• Can d  at stores

• A place where 
people live, work, 
and have a  
together

A big city Neighborhood Places to have fun

My Community

Write the correct word and the meaning in Chinese.

1 ▶ a place where people 
live, work, and have 
fun together

2 ▶ a section of a town  
or city

3 ▶ a place where 
important things are 
kept and displayed

4 ▶ a building for fire 
equipment and 
firefighters
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Everyone lives in a community.
People in communities need to be good citizens.
A citizen is a member of a community, state, or country.

There are many ways to be a good citizen.
A good citizen respects others.
Treat others as you would like to be treated.

A good citizen follows rules.
We have rules that we must all follow.
Rules keep a community clean and safe.

Another way to be a good citizen is to help others.
Try to be a good neighbor.
Good neighbors help each other and care for one another.

04  

Key Words

• citizen

• member

• state

• respect

• treat

• follow rules

• keep

• help

• care for

  There are many ways to be a good citizen.

Being a Good Citizen
Unit 

04
Citizenship

follows rules care for one another keep the 
community clean

respect others help others
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Vocabulary Builder
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istory and G
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11 What is the main idea of the passage? 
a. Everyone is a good citizen.
b. Good citizens always help others.
c. People should be good citizens. 
d. Everyone should follow rules.

2 What does a good citizen do? 
a. Breaks the rules.  b. Respects others. 
c. Has neighbors. d. Keep his or her house clean and safe.

3 What does treat mean? 
a. Look toward.   b. Show toward.   c. Talk toward.   d. Act toward.

4 According to the passage, which statement is true? 
a. Good citizens are good neighbors.
b. Good citizens cannot help others.
c. Good citizens do not need to follow the rules.
d. Good citizens respect the elders only.

5 Complete the outline.

Follow rules to keep your  
b  clean and safe

Be a good c  
and care for other people

a  others how 
you want to be treated

Respect others Follow rules Help others

Good Citizens

Write the correct word and the meaning in Chinese.

1 ▶ a member of  
a community,  
state, or country

2 ▶ a region of a country 
that has its own 
government

3 ▶ to act or behave 
toward someone  
in a certain manner

4 ▶ to look after someone 
or something

15
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Review 1Vocabulary

A
  Complete the sentences with the words below.

hallways each other library face
stay safe show respect quiet right

1 Every morning, we   to the flag.

2 We stand up and  the flag.

3 We put our  hand over our heart.

4 We get along with  .

5 We go to the  to get books.

6 Some rules help us  .

7 Be  in the classroom.

8 Do not run in the .

B
  Complete the sentences with the words below.

ways neighborhood respects follows
city police station care for shopping

1 Chicago is a big  community.

2 Neighbors live close together in a .

3 The   provides services for the community.

4 My community has many stores for .

5 There are many  to be a good citizen.

6 A good citizen  others.

7 A good citizen  rules.

8 Good neighbors   one another.
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C
  Write the correct word and the meaning in Chinese.

1 ▶ a student who is in 
the same class

2 ▶ an outdoor area 
where children can 
play

3 ▶ a place where people 
live, work, and have 
fun together

4 ▶ a person who lives 
close to another

5 ▶ a member of  
a community,  
state, or country

6 ▶ work done by one 
person or group that 
benefits another

D
  Match each word with the correct definition and write the meaning in Chinese.

1 activity   

2 face   

3 get along   

4 classroom   

5 yell   

6 obey   

7 museum   

8 service   

9 respect   

10 treat   

a. to look at or to look in some direction

b. to have a friendly relationship

c. a room in a school where classes are taught

d. a thing you do at school for  

an educational experience

e. to treat others in a special way

f. to follow

g. a job that a person does to help others

h. a place where important things are kept  

and displayed

i. to act or behave toward someone  

in a certain manner

j. to shout loudly; to cry out


