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The Best Preparation for Building
Academic Reading Skills and Vocabulary

The Reading Key series is designed to help students to understand American
school textbooks and to develop background knowledge in a wide variety

of academic topics. This series also provides learners with the opportunity to
enhance their reading comprehension skills and vocabulary, which will assist

them when they take various English exams.
Reading Key <Volume 1-3> is R
a three-book series designed for beginner to intermediate learners. '

Reading Key <Volume 4-6> is
a three-book series designed for intermediate to high-intermediate learners.

Reading Key <Volume 7-9> is
a three-book series designed for high-intermediate learners. L oV

Features

« A wide variety of topics that cover American school subjects
helps learners expand their knowledge of academic topics through interdisciplinary studies

« Intensive practice for reading skill development
helps learners prepare for various English exams

« Building vocabulary by school subjects and themed texts
helps learners expand their vocabulary and reading skills in each subject

« Graphic organizers for each passage
show the structure of the passage and help to build summary skills

« Captivating pictures and illustrations related to the topics
help learners gain a broader understanding of the topics and key concepts
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Geography Skills

\ What Is a Globe?

fo1b Look around your classroom. You can probably see a globe in
it. What is a globe? A globe is a model of the earth that shows
what the earth looks like.

« globe

« model A globe is a kind of map. It shows all of the land and water on
"°:'"e"t the earth. You can turn a globe and see all seven continents and
« gri

siiniagiaryline five oceans. But that is not all that a globe shows.

« latitude . .
oncitud Look carefully at the globe. There are many lines on it. Some are
. ongltu =) . . . . . .
horizontal lines while others are vertical lines. These lines on the
= North Pole
- South Pole grid are two sets of imaginary lines that circle the earth.

The horizontal lines that circle from east to west are lines of
latitude. The vertical lines that circle from north to south are
lines of longitude. The lines of longitude pass through the
North Pole and the South Pole. When we know the latitude and
longitude of a place, we know its exact location on the globe.

- water

South i’ole

line of longitude

line of latitude
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Main Idea and Details

1 What is the passage mainly about?
a. The earth’s continents and oceans. b. The features of a globe.
c. Lines of latitude and longitude.

2 Lines of latitude are lines.

a. horizontal b. vertical c. diagonal

3 Why is knowing a place’s latitude and longitude important?
a. It tells us how close to the North Pole it is.
b. It tells us the name of the place.
c. It tells us the place’s exact location.
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4 What does imaginary mean?
a. Real. b. Not real. c. Colorful.

5 Complete the sentences.

a.Aglobeisa of the earth.

b. Lines of longitude run from to south.

c. Lines of run from east to west.

6 Complete the outline.
| AGlobe |
|
( What It s ) ( What It Shows ) ( Latitude and Longitude )
I I |

+ A model of the * Land and water * Latitude = © lines
« Shows what the earth « All seven P that circle from east to west

looks like and five oceans . d = vertical lines

that circle from north to south

Vocabulary Builder

Write the correct word and the meaning in Chinese.

- apattern of straight |2 '+ amodel of the earth
lines that cross each

other to form squares

» a vertical line that
. \ circles from north to
south on the globe

. ahorizontal line that 4]
circles from east to
west on the globe
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Unit

O=

foob
« geographer
= divide
« hemisphere
* hemi
* cover
= equator
« lie

 prime meridian

Geography Skills

.Understanding Hemispheres

Geographers divide the earth into four different hemispheres.
They are the Northern, Southern, Western, and Eastern
hemispheres. The word "hemi” means “half.” A hemisphere
covers exactly one half of the earth.

The earth is divided into the Northern and Southern hemispheres
by the equator. The equator is the line of latitude that lies in
the middle of the earth. Above the equator is the Northern
Hemisphere. Asia, Europe, and North America are in it. Below
the equator is the Southern Hemisphere. It includes parts of
Africa and South America. Australia and Antarctica are in it, too.

The earth is divided into the Eastern and Western hemispheres
by the prime meridian. The prime meridian is a line of longitude
that goes from the North Pole to the South Pole. It goes directly
through Greenwich, England. North and South America are in
the Western Hemisphere. Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and

Antarctica are in the Eastern Hemisphere.

o.'The'-earth is divided into four different hemispheres.

Northern Hemisphere

North Pole

Greenwich

South

South'

Western Hemisphere Eastern Hemisphere

Southern Hemisphere /
South Pole
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Main Idea and Details

1

What is the main idea of the passage?

a. The word “hemi” means “half.’

b. There are many continents in the Northern Hemisphere.
c. We can divide the earth into different hemispheres.
Europe s in the .
a. Southern Hemisphere b. Northern Hemisphere  ¢. Western Hemisphere

What is the equator?

a. A line that runs next to the prime meridian.
b. A line of latitude in the middle of the earth.

c. A line of longitude from the North Pole to the South Pole.

What does divided mean?
a. Stretched. b. Showed. c. Split.

According to the passage, which statement is true?

a. North America is in the Eastern Hemisphere.

b. Europe is in the Southern Hemisphere.

c. The prime meridian goes from the North Pole to the South Pole.

Complete the outline.
( Hemispheres ]
|
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( Northern Hemisphere ) ( Southern Hemisphere ) ( Western Hemisphere ) ( Eastern Hemisphere )
[ [ [ [

* Is north of the * Is south of the * Is west of the prime * Is east of the prime |
2 equator meridian meridian
* Includes Asia, * Includes Australia, * Includes North and * Includes Europe,
Europe, and o ,and || © Africa, Asia,
_ North America || parts of Africa and d and
. South America ) Antarctica

-

Vocabulary Builder

Write the correct word and the meaning in Chinese.

» to separate (something)
into two or more parts
or pieces

» an imaginary line that
lies in the middle of
the earth

» an imaginary line that
goes from the North
Pole to the South Pole
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